The potassium content of heart muscle following cyclosporine.
The potassium content of cardiac muscle was examined after 9 or 22 days of cyclosporine A administration in normal rats and rats exposed to either renovascular, Goldblatt hypertension or renal ischemia. Cyclosporine A did not result in any alteration in cardiac muscle potassium compared to untreated rats in either group, even though the animals which had been subjected to renal ischemia and cyclosporine A plasma potassium was raised compared to animals subjected just to renal ischemia. The potassium content of cardiac muscle, however, was found to be raised in the hypertrophic hearts of the Goldblatt, renovascular hypertensive animals, both with and without cyclosporine.